
Holmberg Orchards & Winery

Our farm celebrates a heritage of excellence in horticulture since it was founded by 
Swedish immigrants Adolph and Hulda Holmberg in 1896. Second generation broth-
ers, Harold and Henry, began raising poultry and planted the original orchards in 
1935. A move towards becoming primarily a retail farm was gradually implemented 
through the last part of the 1900s by third generation Rick, and his wife, Diane 
Holmberg. By 2004, Rick and Diane were joined by two of their children, Amy and 
Russell, in the family business. 

While away at college from 2000-2004 pursuing a degree in horticulture, Russell 
gained an interest in the cultivation of grapes and the subsequent production of wine 
while working with a chemistry professor who shared his interests. Upon arriving 
back on the farm in 2004, Russell decided that realistic beginnings to his interest 
involved production of fruit wines, as there was a surplus of apple and pear crops 
at the time. This also included the apple’s most natural expression as an alcoholic 
beverage: The English style hard cider. Our first products, an apple wine and several 
hard ciders were launched in 2007 and immediately placed highly in international 
competitions. We have expanded in the past few years to include several other fruit 
wines as well.

In May 2010, Russell planted the first two acres of vineyard on our farm. Passion-
ate about the growing of fruits, Russell will pursue grape varietals which capture 
the essence of our region, mainly Alsatian style white grapes to honor Connecticut 
winemaking at its finest. We look forward to our first modest grape harvest in 2011!

Established: Farm in 1896, Winery in 2007

Owners: Richard and Diane Holmberg

Winemaker: Russell Holmberg

Acres:	  35 apple, 10 tree fruit, 3 small fruits, 2 wine grapes

Produced Cases: 1000

Varietals: Pinot Blanc, varietal ciders include Macintosh, 
Cortland and Russett.

Awards: -Best in Show and Double Gold Medal: 2008 East-
ern International Wine Competition: Three Sheets 
Apple Wine
-Silver Medal: 2009 Finger Lakes International 
Wine Competition:  Three Sheets Apple Wine, 
Cortland Hard Cider
-Bronze Medal: 2010 Finger Lakes International 
Wine Competition: Three Sheets Apple Wine
-Bronze Medal: 2010 Eastern International Wine 
Compeition: Macintosh Hard Cider & Pearfection 
Pear Wine
-Bronze Medal: 2008 Finger Lakes International 
Wine Competition: Macintosh Hard Cider
-Silver Medal: 2008 Finger Lakes International 
Wine Competition: Russett Hard Cider
-Bronze Medal: 2009 Finger Lakes International 
Wine Compeition: Bleuphoria Blueberry Wine
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